Reader's Diary/Log - Introductory Remarks


How to Keep a Reader's Diary/Log

What is a reader's diary?

A reader's diary is a written record - your personal account of your reading experience - of texts that you have read. It is not only a list of dates and titles. The diary also records your personal reaction to the particular text. This is done from two points of view:

· your understanding of the language and the content

· your emotional response (opinions, thoughts, feelings) to it

Purpose of a Reader's Diary

Keeping a reader's diary makes you aware of your own process of reading and thus gives you deeper insight in your own reading behaviour. By combining intensive reading with more objective writing you will be enabled to refer to ideas previously deliberated and written down, thus helping you to take a more active part in classroom discussions and influencing classroom progress.  

How to Set up a Reader's Diary/Log

(1) Either copy the form(s) onto a sheet of A4 paper,

or key it into a computer and then print out several copies,

or photocopy the form.

(2) Use a new form for each text.

(3) Put the completed forms in a file with the most recent on top.

(4) Make notes before, while and after you are reading a text. These notes should include

· before reading 

· your expectation of the text in general,

· your background knowledge, and

· your experience with that text form (variant) in general;

· while reading [important advice: read short portions, e.g. not more than a chapter in a novel or 1 to 3 scenes in a play]

· slow down your reading process,

· pay special attention to detail,

· make an entry in your reader's diary immediately after you have finished reading,

· always re-read your previous entry and

· compare your predictions and expectations with your newly gained insight(s),

· mention any words or phrases that have caught your eye while reading,

· record details, feelings, impressions, thoughts about the present passage,

· make predictions about possible future developments;

· after reading the entire text

· sift through your evidence looking for patterns and strategies, and

· identify issues that you would like to discuss in class;

· rewrite (parts of) your diary if necessary to

· exchange with partners,

· prepare your own written interpretation of the text, and/or

· do follow-up activities.

(5) Complete and file the form as soon as possible.

(6) Keep your file in good order and up to date.

Additional Remarks

When reading longer texts, it might be a good idea to keep a reading log, i.e. to take notes while or after reading a certain number of pages, e.g. a chapter in a novel. These notes can be written in the form of a chart that has several columns, headed by the classical 'wh-questions'. You should, whenever possible, try and add graphical forms of presenting your ideas, such as puzzles, mind maps, etc. 

Besides the above, your reading diary/log should contain

· information on the development of plot and character, e.g.

· questions/comments concerning characters and their behaviour,

· your feelings about a character's behaviour and/or development,

· questions/comments concerning the development of the action;

· related material from other sources, e.g.

· cuttings from newspapers, magazines etc. that deal with aspects/issues mentioned in the text,

· excerpts from other texts that deal with similar issues,

· references to other sources of information, e.g. websites

· remarks about your personal reading process, e.g.

· (initial) difficulties (and your way to deal with/solve/overcome) them,

· your emotional (enjoyment or disappointment) involvement with certain passages/development(s) and/or the whole text,

· associations with other texts/media and with your "real-life" experiences; and

· vocabulary, i.e.

· words and expressions you want to remember, and

· words and expressions you want to look up later.

� based on David Clarke and Michael Macfarlane, Level Crossing (Berlin, 12000) pp. 6 f. and Petra Bosenius e.a. (edd.), English Eleven 2000 (Berlin, 12000), pp. 45 - 49.
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